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To get started, you can open a project (1) or create one from a template (2). 
You can also open a recently used file by clicking the project (3).
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When a project opens, we have various tools 
to choose from that we can work with in the project:
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Revit Home
File Tab
Quick Access toolbar
InfoCenter
Properties palette
Project Browser
Status bar
View Control Bar
Drawing area
Ribbon
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Revit Home (1) – the Home button open your 
Revit Home. The Revit Home page displays when
starting the software. You can return to it at any
time by clicking this button.

File Tab (2) – provides access to common file 
actions, such as New, Open, and Save. It also
allows you to manage files using more 
advanced tools, such as Export and Publish.

The Quick Access toolbar (3) contains a set of 
default tools. You can customize this toolbar 
to display the tools that you use most often.

Info Center (4) provides a set of tools that enable 
you to access many product-related information 
sources.

The Properties palette (5) is a modeless dialog 
where you can view and modify the parameters 
that define the properties of elements.
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The properties palette consists of:

The Type Selector (a) identifies the currently selected 
family type and provides a drop- down from which 
you can select a different type.

The Properties filter (b) identifies the category of the 
selected element.

The Edit Type (c) button allow us to view and modify 
the types of the selected element The Instance 
properties (d) allow us to edit the instance parameters 
of the selected element.
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The properties palette consists of:

Select the type of element and place it in the drawing, 
or change the type of elements already placed, using 
the Type Selector.

View and modify the properties of the element you are 
placing or of elements selected in the drawing area.

View and modify the properties of the active view.

Access the type properties that apply to all instances 
of an element type. If no element is selected, the 
properties palette displays the instance properties for 
the active view.
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The Project Browser (6) shows a logical hierarchy for all 
views, schedules, sheets, groups, and other parts of the 
current project. As you expand and collapse each 
branch, lower-level items display.

The Status bar (7) provides tips or hints on what to do. 
When you highlight an element or component, the status 
bar displays the name of the family and type. The status 
bar is located along the bottom of the application window.

The Project Browser 
and the Status bar
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The Status bar
Other controls appear on the right side of the status bar:

Worksets: Provides quick access to the Worksets dialog 
for a workshared model. The display field shows the 
active workset. Use the drop-down list to display 
another open workset.

Editing Requests: For workshared models, indicates the 
number of editing requests that are pending.

Design Options: Provides quick access to the Design 
Options dialog. The display field shows the active design 
option. Use the drop-down list to display another design 
option. Use the Add to Set tool to add selected elements 
to the active design option.

Active Only: Filters selections to select only active design 
option components.

Editable Only: Filters selections to select only editable, 
workshared components.

Exclude Options: Filters selections to exclude components 
that are part of a design option.

Main Model Exclude Options
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Getting started
Other controls appear on the right side of the status bar:

Select Links: Allows you to select links and individual
 elements in linked files.

Select Underlay Elements: Allows you to select elements 
in an underlay.

Select Pinned Elements: Allows you to select pinned elements.

Select Elements by Face: Allows you to select an element by 
clicking on a face, rather than an edge..

Drag Elements on Selection: Allows you to move elements by 
dragging them in the view without selecting them first. 

Background Processes: Displays a list of the processes, such 
as color fills, running in the background.

Filter: Refines the element categories selected in a view.
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The View Control Bar
The View Control Bar (8) is located at the bottom of 
the view window above the status bar and includes 
the following tools:

The View Control Bar provides quick access to functions 
that affect the current view.

8

Scale (a di�erent scale can be assign to each view)

Detail Level (di�erent detail levels can be speci�ed for a project view. Elements 
can be displayed di�erently at coarse, medium, and �ne detail level.)

Visual Style (many di�erent graphic stiles can be speci�ed for a project view)

Sun Path On/O�

Shadow On/O�

Show/Hide Rendering Dialog (Available only when the drawing area displays a 
3D view)

Crop View

Show/Hide Crop Region

Unlocked/Locked 3D View

Temporary Hide/Isolate

Reveal Hidden Elements

Worksharing Display

Temporary View Properties

Show or Hide the Analytical Model

Highlight Displacement Set

Reveal Constraints

Preview Visibility
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The drawing area
The drawing area (9) displays views (and sheets and 
schedules) of the current model. Each time you open 
a view in a model, the view displays in the drawing area.
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The ribbon
The ribbon (10) displays when you create or open a file. 
It provides all the tools necessary to create a project 
or family. The ribbon consists of tabs, panels, and tools.

An arrow next to a panel title indicates that you can 
expand the panel to display related tools and controls.

By default, an expanded panel closes automatically 
when you click outside the panel.

To keep a panel expanded while its ribbon tab is 
displayed, click the push pin icon in the bottom-left 
corner of the expanded panel.

Some panels allow you to open a dialog to define related 
settings. A dialog-launcher arrow on the bottom of a panel 
opens a dialog.

Tab

Tool Panel Expanded panels

Dialog-launcher arrow
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The ribbon
When you use certain tools or select elements, 
a contextual ribbon tab displays tools that relate to the 
context of that tool or element. The tab closes when 
you exit the tool or clear the selection.



Next Steps
Starting the Project
Revit Components
Revit Elements 
Revit Views
Managing Documentation
Import/Link File

Source:https://knowledge.autodesk.com/


